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Two representative and important works in one volume by one of the greatest
German philosophers.

The Birth of Tragedy (1872) was Nietzsche's first book. Its youthful faults were
exposed by Nietzsche in the brilliant "Attempt at a Self-Criticism" which he
added to the new edition of 1886. But the book, whatever its excesses, remains
one of the most relevant statements on tragedy ever penned. It exploded the
conception of Greek culture that was prevalent down through the Victorian era,
and it sounded themes developed in the twentieth century by classicists,
existentialists, psychoanalysts, and others.

The Case of Wagner (1888) was one Nietzsche's last books, and his wittiest. In
attitude and style it is diametrically opposed to The Birth of Tragedy. Both works
transcend their ostensible subjects and deal with art and culture, as well as the
problems of the modern age generally.

Each book in itself gives us an inadequate idea of its author; together, they
furnish a striking image of Nietzsche's thought. The distinguished translations by
Walter Kaufmann superbly reflect in English Nietzsche's idiom and the vitality of
his style. Professor Kaufmann has also furnished running footnote commentaries,
relevant passages from Nietzsche's correspondence, a bibliography, and, for the
first time in any edition, an extensive index to each book.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
The Birth of Tragedy (1872) was Nietzsche's first book. Its youthful faults were exposed by Nietzsche in the
brilliant "Attempt at a Self-Criticism" which he added to the new edition of 1886. But the book, whatever its
excesses, remains one of the most relevant statements on tragedy ever penned. It exploded the conception of
Greek culture that was prevalent down through the Victorian era, and it sounded themes developed in the
twentieth century by classicists, existentialists, psychoanalysts, and others.
The Case of Wagner (1888) was one Nietzsche's last books, and his wittiest. In attitude and style it is
diametrically opposed to The Birth of Tragedy. Both works transcend their ostensible subjects and deal with
art and culture, as well as the problems of the modern age generally.
Each book in itself gives us an inadequate idea of its author; together, they furnish a striking image of
Nietzsche's thought. The distinguished new translations by Walter Kaufmann superbly reflect in English
Nietzsche's idiom and the vitality of his style. Professor Kaufmann has also furnished running footnote
commentaries, relevant passages from Nietzsche's correspondence, a bibliography, and, for the first time in
any edition, an extensive index to each book.

From the Back Cover
The Birth of Tragedy (1872) was Nietzsche's first book. Its youthful faults were exposed by Nietzsche in the
brilliant 'Attempt at a Self-Criticism' which he added to the new edition of 1886.The Case of Wagner (1888)
was one of Nietzsche's last books, and his wittiest. In attitude and style it is diametrically opposed to The
Birth of Tragedy. Both works transcend their ostensible subjects and deal with art and culture, as well as the
problems of the modern age generally.

About the Author
Friedrich Nietzsche was born in 1844 in Röcken (Saxony), Germany.  He studied classical philology at the
universities of Bonn and Leipzig, and in 1869 was appointed to the chair of classical philology at the
University of Basel, Switzerland. Ill health led him to resign his professorship ten years later.  His works
include The Birth of Tragedy, Thus Spoken Zarathustra, Beyond Good and Evil, On the Genealogy of
Morals, The Case of Wagner, Twilight of the Idols, the Antichrist, Nietzsche contra Wagner, and Ecce Homo.
He died in 1900.  The Will to Power, a selection from his notebooks, was published posthumously.

   Walter Kaufmann was born in Freiburg, Germany, in 1921, came to the United Stated in 1939, and studied
at Williams College and Harvard University.  In 1947 he joined the faculty of Princeton University, where he
was Professor of Philosophy until he died in September 1980. He held many visiting professorships, include
Nietzsche, Critique of Religion and Philosophy, From Shakespeare to Existentialism, The Faith of a Heretic,
Cain and Other Poems, and Hegel, as well as verse translations of Goethe's Faust and Twenty German Poets.
He also translated all of the works by Nietzsche listed above.  In addition to On the Genealogy of Morals and
Ecce Homo the following appear in Vintage Books: Beyond Good and Evil and, in one volume, The Birth of
Tragedy and The Case of Wagner.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Stacey Ryan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer of The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner content conveys the idea easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it.
So , do you nonetheless thinking The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?

David Kane:

The knowledge that you get from The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of
Wagner instantly.

Linda Matthews:

This The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner can be among the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person
with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

John Dame:

The e-book untitled The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner is the reserve that recommended to you
to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of The Birth of Tragedy and The Case of Wagner from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.
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