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Abdelkrim Ghallab’s postcolonial We Buried the Past, originally published in
1966, was the first breakthrough Moroccan novel written in Arabic instead of
French. Newly translated into English, this edition brings Ghallab’s most widely
read and lauded work to a new audience.

Written after the country gained independence, the historical novel follows two
generations of al-Tihamis, a well-to-do family residing in Fez’s ancient medina.
The family members’ lives reflect the profound social changes taking place in
Morocco during that time. Bridging two worlds, We Buried the Past begins
during the quieter days of the late colonial period, a world of seemingly timeless
tradition, in which the patriarch, al-Haj Muhammad, proudly presides over the
family. Here, religion is unquestioned and permeates all aspects of daily life. But
the coming upheaval and imminent social transition are reflected in al-Haj’s three
sons, particularly his second son, Abderrahman, who eventually defies his father
and comes to symbolize the break between the old ways and the new.

Noted for marrying classical Arabic style and European literary form, this book
also offers insight into the life of Ghallab himself, who was deeply involved in
the nationalist movement that led to Moroccan independence. A pioneering work,
We Buried the Past beautifully characterizes an influential period in the history
of Morocco.
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Abdelkrim Ghallab’s postcolonial We Buried the Past, originally published in 1966, was the first
breakthrough Moroccan novel written in Arabic instead of French. Newly translated into English, this edition
brings Ghallab’s most widely read and lauded work to a new audience.

Written after the country gained independence, the historical novel follows two generations of al-Tihamis, a
well-to-do family residing in Fez’s ancient medina. The family members’ lives reflect the profound social
changes taking place in Morocco during that time. Bridging two worlds, We Buried the Past begins during
the quieter days of the late colonial period, a world of seemingly timeless tradition, in which the patriarch,
al-Haj Muhammad, proudly presides over the family. Here, religion is unquestioned and permeates all
aspects of daily life. But the coming upheaval and imminent social transition are reflected in al-Haj’s three
sons, particularly his second son, Abderrahman, who eventually defies his father and comes to symbolize the
break between the old ways and the new.

Noted for marrying classical Arabic style and European literary form, this book also offers insight into the
life of Ghallab himself, who was deeply involved in the nationalist movement that led to Moroccan
independence. A pioneering work, We Buried the Past beautifully characterizes an influential period in the
history of Morocco.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Abdelkrim Ghallab (1919–2006) was a Moroccan author and journalist. Roger Allen is professor emeritus
of Arabic language and literature at the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to
answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that We
Buried the Past (Modern Arabic Classics) to read.

Lillie Moreland:

The ability that you get from We Buried the Past (Modern Arabic Classics) will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but We Buried the Past (Modern Arabic Classics) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this We Buried the Past (Modern
Arabic Classics) instantly.

Sarah Luis:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this We Buried the Past (Modern Arabic Classics).



Helen Williams:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
We Buried the Past (Modern Arabic Classics) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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